
Welcome from the Caucus Chair 
We have had another wonderful year and a 
great program for our membership. 

I particularly want to thank our 
Caucus officers (Brett, Alaina, 
Marvin, Jen, Ben, Robin, Karly-
Jo, Nikki, and Natalie) who 
have dedicated their time and 
energy for the Caucus and its 
membership. We have 

accomplished a lot of great things this year in 
Programming, Policy, Membership, Social Media, 
and Mentoring. I don’t want to steal anybody’s 
thunder so I’ll let them the officers describe their 
respective accomplishments in these areas in the 
rest of this newsletter. I will mention that we have 
tried to increase collaboration and cross-promotion 
opportunities with other APHA components this 
year, including the Caucus Collaborative chaired by 
our former chair Ben King and the Committee on 
Health Equity chaired by myself. Our Caucus has 
also tried to promote venues of other organizations, 
such as the National Health Care for the Homeless 
Council and the Journal of Social Distress and the 
Homeless. 

Please look through our programming options this 
year as we have a lot to offer. We also have social 
media channels including a website and a Facebook 
page to provide the latest updates on Caucus-related 
events or important information from the homeless 
field. Please sign up if you haven’t already.  

For this upcoming year, I want to mention that we 
will be creating two new awards. For many years we 
have had a student award (and congratulations to  

this year’s awardee) but 
I’d like to create awards 
for professionals working 
in the difficult field of 
homeless research and 
services. So for 2018, we 
will also have an 
Innovative Researcher 
award and an 
Outstanding Clinician 
award. Our Caucus is 
one of the few national 
organizations dedicated 
to homelessness, and so 
it provides us with a rare 
opportunity to recognize 
and celebrate the 
extraordinary 
contributions of those in 
the field. We plan to send 
a Call for Nominations 
sometime next year so 
please look at for those. 

I look forward to seeing 
many of you. As we are 
always seeking to 
improve our Caucus, you 
should feel free to 
contact me or any of our 
officers with feedback. 

- Jack Tsai, PhD 
Chair, Caucus on 
Homelessness 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CoH Events at the 
Annual Meeting & 
Exposition 
Welcome to Atlanta, GA, the public 
health capital of the world.  

Check out some of the programming that the 
Caucus on Homelessness has been diligently 
working to put together this year. 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Highlighted Events

APHA ANNUAL MEETING & EXPOSITION NOVEMBER 2017

FUNDRAISING 
SOCIAL EVENT 

When: Tuesday, 
November 7th, 
8:00-9:30pm                            

Where: Der Biergarten, 
300 Marietta St NW, 
Atlanta, GA 30313 

Come meet and 
socialize with fellow 

CoH members!

448.0

COMMUNITY SITE 
VISIT 

When: Wednesday, 
November 8th, 

10:00am-12:00pm                          
Where: Meet at 9:30am 

(Location TBD).  

We will be visiting 
Mercy Care Atlanta, 

a local provider 
organization. 

Note: There is a 15-
person limit. The 

sign-up sheet will be 
in the Omni Oak 

Room.  

CSV

ANNUAL 
BUSINESS 
MEETING 

When: Monday, 
November 6th, 
6:30-8:00pm                            

Where: Omni Oak Room 

Open to all CoH 
members. Annual 

discussion on CoH 
activities.

331.0

THEME-RELATED 
SESSION 

When: Monday, 
November 6th, 
8:30-10:00am                            

Where: Omni Oak Room 

“Climate change 
and disaster 

preparedness as it 
relates to unstably 

housed and 
homeless 

populations”

3025.0

https://www.mercyatlanta.org/
https://www.mercyatlanta.org/
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Schedule-at-a-Glance 
Sunday November 5

Time Location Session 
# Session Title

12 - 1:30 p.m. Hall B1: GWCC 2021.0 OPENING GENERAL SESSION

Monday November 6

Time Location Session 
# Session Title

8:30 - 10 a.m. Omni: Oak Room 3025.0 Climate change and disaster preparedness as it 
relates to unstably housed and homeless populations

12:30 - 1:30 p.m. GWCC: Hall B2-B3 3207.0 Poster Session

12:30 - 2 p.m. Omni: Oak Room 3252.0 Behavioral health interventions for homeless 
populations experiencing trauma

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Omni: Oak Room 331.0 Annual Business Meeting

Tuesday November 7

Time Location Session 
# Session Title

8:30 - 10 a.m. Omni: Oak Room 4015.0 Housing as a human right: design and evaluation of 
effective housing-related services

10:30 - 12 p.m. Omni: Oak Room 4108.0 Using a holistic approach to assess and evaluate 
programs for people experiencing homelessness

2:30 - 4 p.m. Omni: Oak Room 4296.0 Design and evaluation of health and social service 
interventions for veteran homeless populations

8 - 9:30 p.m.
Der Biergarten (300 
Marietta St NW, 
Atlanta, GA 30313)

448.0 Fundraising Social Hour

Wednesday November 8

Time Location Session 
# Session Title

9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Pick-up Location 
TBD N/A Community Site Visit -- Mercy Care Atlanta

2:30 - 4 p.m. Sidney Marcus 
Auditorium 5164.0 CLOSING GENERAL SESSION
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Membership Meeting Agenda 

1. Introductions  

2. Year in Review 
a. Chair’s Report 

b. Programming 

c. Membership 

d. Policy 

e. Student/Mentorship 

f. Social Media 

3. Plans for Upcoming Year 
a. Pursue Non-Profit Status? 

b. New Awards 

c. What Could We Doing Better? Open Forum 

4. Last Announcements 
a. Special Sessions 

b. Social Hour 

c. Others? 
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A Conversation with 
Dennis Culhane 
Dr. Culhane’s research has contributed 
to nationwide efforts to address the 
housing and support needs of both 
acute and chronically homeless 
populations. We sat down with him to 
learn from his expertise. 

In 2016, you authored an essay entitled "Ending 
Homelessness Now" as part of the Penn Top 10 
Social Justice & Policy Issues project. What do 
you see as the major obstacles to ending 
homelessness in the coming years? 

The most important challenge is that homelessness 
assistance programs are really not able to prevent 
homelessness very effectively. These programs don’t 
control the front door or the underlying causes of 
homelessness. As good as we are at getting people 
to resolve their chronic or acute homelessness, we 
don’t control things like the rental housing market 
(i.e., the growing problem of limited housing supply 
in many jurisdictions). We do see pretty clear 
progress in reducing the number of people who are 
homeless on a given day in many places in the 
country. Yet there are also places - particularly west 
coast cities but also a couple of east coast cities - 
where the problem is going up. That seems very 
much connected to the housing market. 

The other overlay here is the opiate crisis, and the 
recent impact that is having on homelessness, which 
is of major concern. 

On the flip side, have there been any trends or 
markers of progress that give you hope? 

Significant progress on veterans has been made, 
with a 50% drop in homelessness among this 
population. This shows that with political will and 
resources, we can make tremendous progress. 
Communities are capable of mobilizing and having a 
big impact - if given the resources. Clearly that is 
the most significant evidence we have that some 
homelessness assistance programs work. Basically, 

the VA has two primary housing interventions: 
permanent housing vouchers for people who are 
chronically homeless or in families, and rapid 
rehousing and prevention for people facing crisis 
homelessness. Both of these programs run at about 
85% effectiveness, in terms of housing stability 
(PSH) or returns to homelessness (Rapid rehousing) 
one year after placement. Both are signs that we’ve 
found “a cure” or effective treatment. Now the issue 
is to be able to scale those interventions, and adjust 
them as necessary. They don’t work for everyone, 
and it may not be possible ever to achieve 100% 
success, but we always have to be concerned about 
the people who are not succeeding in these 
programs and what we need to do differently. 

“Communities are 
capable of mobilizing 
and having a big 
impact - if given the 
resources.” 

For example, the growing emphasis on safe havens 
has arisen because there remains a group that is 
often not succeeding in either entering or remaining 
in PSH. On the rapid rehousing side we may need 
more flexibility on the length of assistance that  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people receive to improve outcomes. If we want to 
get from 85% to 95% success one year out, we 
might need to think about what adjustments need to 
be made. So while we have effective interventions, 
we are not scaling them to the level that they should 
be. That’s a policy challenge. 

On the homelessness prevention side – even though 
homeless prevention seems to work empirically – it 
is still the case that most people who present for 
homeless services have never gone to homeless 
prevention programs, and wouldn’t find them in a 
timely manner. It may remain the case that 
prevention is difficult, because most people who 
come into homelessness are in the midst of a crisis 
that they hadn’t anticipated. We need to think about 
how to get prevention to the people who need it. 

Could you tell me about the current federal 
administration’s support for various homeless 
initiatives, and any relevant changes that have 
occurred since Ben Carson has taken up 
leadership of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development? 

We haven’t seen enough yet from this 
administration to know if there’s going to be any big 
shifts. For example, although HUD funding overall 
has been cut under the sequestration, the homeless 
assistance programs were held harmless. Over the 
last seven years, the Veteran Affairs (VA) homeless 
programs went up almost 400%. So, compared to 
other areas, these programs fared well with the 
Republican congress. It certainly doesn’t look likely 
that there will be any housing voucher expansions 
for non-Veterans – which is pretty central to the 
success of a lot of the homeless programs. That, of 
course, has been a concern for a very long time. 
We’ve had more than 20 years without any 
appreciable growth in vouchers for non-Veterans. 

Regarding the Point-in-Time counts, generally 
communities do try to improve their counts, but 
we’ve never really done a careful study of the 
variation in methods and quality at a local level. My 
impression is that the quality is quite uneven. There 
are generally three different methods used – which 
already introduces some variability. They’re very 
likely to be undercounting the unsheltered 
population, rather than overcounting, so it’s a 

problematic metric for that and many other reasons. 
Like many people, I am concerned that we rely on it 
too much to gauge the size of the homelessness 
problem for policy assessment. Yet it’s a very 
imperfect science.  

The primary reason we do it is to get a sense of the 
homeless unsheltered population - HMIS data are 
already good for the sheltered population. My 
suggestion would be that communities should have 
at least two methods that they pursue 
simultaneously. One is the Rossi method (stratified 
geographic sampling approach for doing visible 
street counts) – that seems to be the best method 
out there. However, it does require a lot of capacity 
to pull these kinds of counts off; and many 
communities do not have that capacity.  

“Most people who come 
into homelessness are 
in the midst of a crisis 
that they hadn’t 
anticipated. We need 
to think about how to 
get prevention to the 
people who need it.” 

A service-based survey (the Burt method) may be a 
complementary approach. This involves 
administering a soup kitchen-based survey to a 
sample of people a day after the count to assess 
“Where did you sleep last night,” and whether they 
would have been homeless or not, and whether they 
would have been visible or not. Based on the 
proportion that were homeless but not visible to 
those who were visible, you can then extrapolate for 
the not visible. We otherwise have no way of 
estimating the people who are not visible. If you 
paired these two methods, that would be the way to 
go.  But communities already feel stretched very 
thin just trying to pull off the standard PIT counts. 
Expecting them to take on this method might seem 
overly burdensome. For many communities, this is  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not a funded activity - they do it with an all 
volunteer staff.  

What advice or suggestions do you have for 
public health researchers, professionals, and 
students interested in addressing the causes and 
consequences of homelessness in their 
communities? 

I’m impressed by the volume and quality of research 
activity these days, which I think has gone up. I 
think that increasingly people are focused on 
studying housing and service solutions. We have 
ample research on the demographic characteristics 
and background variables of people experiencing 
homelessness. We have known less about what 
works for whom. That’s changing. For example, the 
research community made a big contribution to the 
success of the Veteran effort. Many researchers who 
were not necessarily directly involved in the Veteran 
effort made important contributions to what was 
ultimately done.  

Prevention remains the most difficult enterprise - it 
would be great to learn more about how we can 
reach people who need prevention interventions. 
Some of the work that’s going on in emergency 
rooms and work around homelessness risk 
screeners, like at the VA, are pointing in a promising 
direction. We know there are very high risk people 
with institutional connections where people could 
be screened, and possibly engaged. More could be 
done around the prison, hospital, emergency room, 
and substance abuse treatment discharge process – 
these are places where a third of the adult 
homelessness population is coming directly from. 
They represent a good target for engagement 
around future prevention efforts. 

Dr. Culhane is the Dana and Andrew Stone Chair in 
Social Policy at the University of Pennsylvania School 
of Social Policy and Practice, and the Director of 
Research for the National Center on Homelessness 
among Veterans at the U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs. 
Interview by Marvin So. 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COH STUDENT AWARD WINNER 

The APHA Caucus on Homelessness is proud to announce this 
year’s winner of the annual Student Poster Award, Ben King, 
University of Texas, School of Public Health, for his submission, 
Health Vulnerability in Individuals Experiencing Homelessness: 
Patterns of Association and Mediation of Racial and Sex Disparities 
in the Coordinated Assessment. 

“I couldn’t be more excited to receive this honor,” said King, who 
previously chaired the Caucus on Homelessness and currently 
chairs the APHA Caucus Collaborative. “I started the student award 
for the Caucus on Homelessness while serving as chair a few years 
back, and that presentation has consistently been one of my 
favorite parts of the Annual Meeting ever since. Now that I’m no 
longer serving in that role, I’m beyond thrilled to get the chance to 
participate one more time a recipient!” 

Current Caucus on Homelessness Chair Jack Tsai, PhD, Yale School of Medicine, shared King’s enthusiasm and 
surprise. “What a weird twist of fate,” he said.  After several blinded rounds of reviewing excellent submissions, the 
Caucus was happy to learn the award would be going to its former Chair.



APHA ANNUAL MEETING & EXPOSITION NOVEMBER 2017 

CoH Member Accomplishments 
We asked our members to share some of the exciting projects they’ve been 
working on this past year. Here’s what we heard. 
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Barman-Adhikari, A., Al-Tayyib, A., Begun, S., 
Bowen, E., & Rice, E. (2017). Descriptive and 
injunctive network norms associated with 
nonmedical use of prescription drugs among 
homeless youth. Addictive Behaviors, 64, 70-77. 

Bowen, E. A., Canfield, J., Moore, S., Hines, M., 
Hartke, B., & Rademacher, C. (2017). Predictors 
of CD4 health and viral suppression outcomes 
for formerly homeless people living with HIV/
AIDS in scattered site supportive housing. AIDS 
Care, 29(11), 1458-1462. 
  
Bowen, E. A., Miller, B., Barman-Adhikari, A., 
Fallin, K., & Zuchlewski, D. (2017). Emerging 
adult homelessness in geographic perspective: 
A view from the Rust Belt. Children and Youth 
Services Review, 73, 213-219. 

Bowen, E. A., & Miller, B. K. (2017, January). 
“Whatever it takes to put food in my stomach”: 
Food insecurity among homeless young adults. 
Paper presented in H. Larkin (Chair), 
Responding to youth homelessness: Integrated 
knowledge development to inform policy and 
services. Society for Social Work and Research 
Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

Chatterjee, A., So, M., Dunleavy, S., Oken, E. 
(2017). Quality Healthcare for Homeless 
Children: Achieving the AAP Recommendations 
for Care of Homeless Children and Youth. 
Journal of Healthcare for the Poor & 
Underserved, 28, 1376-1392. 

Craddock, J., Barman-Adhikari, A., & Bowen, E. 
A. (2017, January). Injunctive and descriptive 
norms as predictors of meth use, heroin use and 
IDU among homeless youth. Paper presented at 

the Society for Social Work and Research 
Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

DeCandia, C.J., So, M., Hayes, L. (2017). Family 
Experiences of Homelessness in Massachusetts: 
The Case for Family-Centered Care. Boston, MA: 
Homes for Families. 

Dearfield, C. T., Barnum, A. J., Pugh-Yi, R. H. 
(2017). Adapting Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy for 
Health Literacy Interventions. Humanity & 
Society, 41(2), 182-208. 

Hoffberg A.S., Spitzer, E., Mackelprang, J., 
Farro, S., Brenner, L.A. (2017). Suicidal Self- 
Directed Violence among Homeless US 
Veterans: A Systematic Review. Suicide and Life- 
Threatening Behavior. DOI:10.1111/sltb.12369 

Miller, B. K., & Bowen, E. A. (2017, January). "I 
know where the rest of my life is going": The 
resilience and strengths of homeless young 
adults. Paper presented at the Society for Social 
Work and Research Annual Conference, New 
Orleans, LA. 

Muthuuri, P., Pugh-Yi, R.H.,  Teed, N., & Gigliotti, 
R.A. (2017) Culture of Health and County Health 
Rankings and Roadmap: Utilization among the 
Robert Wood Johnson Leadership Network. 
Prepared by Synthesis Professional Services for 
the Center for Public Policy Evaluation. 

Narendorf, S. C., Bowen, E. A., & Santa Maria, D. 
(2017, January). Categorizing risk and resilience 
for homeless youth: A typology to inform 
service delivery. Paper presented in H. Larkin 
(Chair), Responding to youth homelessness: 
Integrated knowledge development to inform 
policy and services. Society for Social Work and 
Research Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 
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National Health Care for the Homeless Council 
(2017). Demonstrating Value: Measuring the 
value of health care for the homeless grantees. 
(Authors: Boyer, A., Poe, B., DiPietro, B.). 

Petering, R. (2017). Youth homelessness and 
gang involvement: ties, timelines and 
trajectories. University of Southern California, 
School of Social Work. 

Ramaswamy, S., Driscoll, D., Tsai, J., Rose, J., 
Smith, L. M., & Rosenheck, R. A. (2017). 
Characteristics of urban male homeless 
veterans and non-veterans in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless, 
26(1), 51-57. 

Tsai, J., Finlay, A., Flatley, B., Kasprow, W. J., & 
Clark, S. (in press). A national study of veterans 
treatment court participants: Who benefits and 
who recidivates. Administration and Policy in 
Mental Health and Mental Health Services 
Research. 

Tsai, J. (in press). Lifetime and 1-year 
prevalence of homelessness in the U.S. 
population: results from the National 
Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related 
Conditions-III. Journal of Public Health. 

Tsai, J., Kasprow, W. J., Quarles, J. L., & Hoff, R 
A. (2017). A 20-site comparison of Transition-in-
Place versus traditional transitional housing 
programs. Administration and Policy in Mental 
Health and Mental Health Services Research, 
44(5), 747-755. 

Tsai, J. & Goggin, E. (2017). Characteristics, 
needs, and experiences of U.S. veterans on a 
specialized prison unit. Evaluation and Program 
Planning, 64, 44-48. 

Tsai, J., Jenkins, D., & Lawton, E. (2017). Civil 
legal services and medical-legal partnerships 

needed by the homeless population: A national 
survey. American Journal of Public Health, 
107(3), 398-401. 

Tsai, J., Flatley, B., Kasprow, W. J., Clark, S., & 
Finlay, A. (2017). Diversion of veterans with 
criminal justice involvement to treatment 
courts: Participant characteristics and outcomes. 
Psychiatric Services, 68(4), 375-383. 

Tsai, J., Hoff, R. A., & Harpaz-Rotem, I. (2017). 
One-year incidence and predictors of 
homelessness among 300,000 U.S. veterans 
referred to specialty mental health care. 
Psychological Services, 14(2), 203-207. 

Tsai, J., O’Toole, T., & Kearney, L. K. (2017). 
Homelessness as a public mental health and 
social problem: New knowledge and solutions. 
Psychological Services, 14(2), 113-117. 

Tsai, J., Middleton, M., Retkin, R., Johnson, C., 
Kenneally, K., Sherman, S., & Rosenheck, R. A. 
(2017). Partnerships between health care and 
legal providers in the Veterans Health 
Administration. Psychiatric Services, 68(4), 
321-323. 

Upshur, C. C., Jenkins, D., Weinreb, L., Gelberg, 
L., & Orvek, E. A. (2017). Homeless women’s 
service use, barriers, and motivation for 
participating in substance use treatment. The 
American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, 
1-11. 
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Caucus on 
Homelessness 
Mentorship Program 
The CoH is committed to promoting 
leaders in homelessness research and 
advocacy. 

We are continuing to build our Mentorship program 
that thoughtfully links leading professional experts 
in homelessness as mentors to students interested in 
developing skills to advance their work and career 
potential. The mentorship program only requires 
that pairs meet three times in the year (via phone/
Skype) as an opportunity to share knowledge, 
expertise in successfully developing a public health 
career.  

You must be a CoH member to participate in the 
Mentorship Program, so please complete the 
Membership Form if you have not done so already. 
Then click on the appropriate link below to submit 
an application for this program.                              

Please fill out our application and send any 
questions to Robin Petering, CoH Student Liason at 
petering@usc.edu. 

Mentee Form 
https://goo.gl/forms/AJ8RVj4Jri4MLAom1 

Mentor Forn 
https://goo.gl/forms/6rLTZ11vYxJLxlhB2 

- Robin Petering, PhD, Student Mentorship 
Program Chair 

Policy Update: Housing 
and Homelessness as a 
Public Health Issue 
This year the Caucus participated in 
APHA’s policy proposal process with 
the goal of passing the 1st statement 
on homelessness since 1997. 

Our proposal details evidence-based solutions to 
homelessness and recommends that interventions in 
housing, health, and income stabilization should be 
holistically integrated, allowing individuals 
experiencing homelessness to find their unique path 
to recovery. We also set forth APHA 
recommendations for federal, state, and local 
policymakers and agencies to work collaboratively 
to fund evidence-based practices for housing 
acquisition and supportive services for housing 
stability, and to support future innovation in 
integrated services for individuals experiencing 
homelessness. 

We are proud to report that after revisions to the 
policy statement this summer, APHA’s Joint Policy 
Committee gave our statement a positive assessment 
and it will proceed to public hearing at the Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, November 5th from 3:30-6pm 
at the Georgia World Congress Center, room 
A407. I so appreciate the help we received from 
Caucus members this year in brainstorming ideas 
for a policy statement and my deepest thanks to Ben 
King, Robin Petering, and Jack Tsai for their 
assistance in writing and editing the proposal. We 
hope to report a positive outcome on the proposal 
after the Governing Council votes on Tuesday, 
November 7th. 

- Jen Elder, MSc, Policy Chair 
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About the Caucus 
Who is in the Caucus on Homelessness? 

The Caucus on Homelessness is an organization of 
researchers, providers, and clients or consumers who 
have an interest in the issue of homelessness. We 
believe that homelessness can and should be ended and 
we believe that housing is healthcare. 

What does the Caucus on Homelessness 
do? 

The Caucus on Homelessness organizes a segment of 
the APHA's scientific session at every annual meeting, 
bringing together great thinkers and paradigm 
changers. In between meetings, the Caucus is a place 
for its members to share ideas and resources, network, 
collaborate, and advocate. 

What can members do? 

Whether you are working with homeless populations or 
a person who recognizes the importance of doing 
something to improve the lives of the most vulnerable 
among us, membership in this caucus is a good step. 
Everyone's input is sought. We have many ways to get 
involved, from reviewing abstracts for the Annual 
Meeting to participating in our Mentorship Program. 
Please visit our website to learn more about getting 
involved. 

Connect with us online
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2017-2018 CoH Leadership 

CAUCUS CHAIR 

Jack Tsai, PhD         jack.tsai@yale.edu 

PROGRAM PLANNING CHAIR 

Brett Poe             bpoe@nhchc.org 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Marvin So, MPH             marvin.so@cdc.gov 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM STUDENT CHAIR & STUDENT LIAISON 

Robin Petering, PhD          petering@usc.edu 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM FACULTY CHAIR 

Nikki Shipley      nikkishipley@sbcglobal.net 

POLICY CHAIR 

Jen Elder, MSc                 jelder@prainc.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA CHAIR 

Karly Jo Nelson              knelson@stkate.edu 

Get in touch with us! 

American Public Health Association 
Caucus on Homelessness © 2017                        

https://www.apha.org/apha-communities/

Website 

https://caucusonhomelessness.wordpress.com 

  Facebook 

 https://www.facebook.com/
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